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We arc to form, then, the perfect orator, who cannot exist unless
as a good man; and we require in him, therefore, not only consummate
ability in speaking, but every excellence of mind. For I cannot
admit that the principles of moral and honorable conduct are, as some
have thought, to be left to the philosophers; since the man who can
duly sustain his character as a citizen, who is qualified for the manage-
ment of public and private affairs, and who can govern communities by
his counsels, settle them by means of laws, and improve them by means
of judicial enactments, can certainly be nothing else but an orator.
(Institutes of Oratory, Preface.)
Besides a training in oratory, these schools furnished a
linguistic and literary education of some breadth. They
may be considered as belonging partly to the secondary
and partly to the higher stage of education. The youths
were exercised first in declamation on ethical and political
subjects, which would bring in fine distinctions in Roman
law and ethics, and later they were given practice in three
types of speeches — deliberative, judicial, and panegyric.
Attention was given to all the various factors in making a
successful oration: the matter, arrangement, style, mem-
orizing, and delivery.
When the young Roman had completed his course at a,
rhetorical school, he might, if he were ambitious, go to the
university at Athens or Alexandria for a higher training.
Later a university also sprang up at Rome, and before
long these institutions spread throughout the empire.
The Greek influence caused a large number of universities
to be established in the East, but a few were also located
in the West, as in the case of the flourishing university at
Massilia (now Marseilles). The latter institutions gave
more emphasis to practical subjects than those in the East.
In several instances the universities found their nucleus in
one of the many libraries that were started with books
brought from the sacking of Greece and Asia Minor.

